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Address at the Inauguration of the Hatborough Monument, Commemorating the Battle of the Crooked Billet: Delivered in Loller Academy, December
5, 1861 As you have gathered together here to-day, the battle of the Crooked Billet has been in imagination fought again. You have seen that little
band of undisciplined yet patriotic men, with Lacey at their head, by the faithlessness of sentinels, and the treachery of their own countrymen,
surprised at morning dawn by more than thrice their number of veteran troops. You have seen the enemy closing in upon them, from right and left,
and rear and front - you have seen Downey, and Thompson, and Pinyard fall - you have seen Lacey with more than half his force break through the
opposing foe, and make good his retreat; and, when your eye has followed them for a moment to a place of security, you have returned to look on
scenes of cruelty, over which even the charity of an enemy would fain throw the mantle of oblivion. It is mine, to day, rather to read to you again the
lessons your fathers wrote upon these fields with their blood; - to gather, from the breezes that play around this consecrated spot, the warnings and
counsels that have been floating in them ever since they were breathed upon them by the spirits that departed here in the struggle for liberty. It is
mine, to strike the key note of the monument, to interpret its history and its inscriptions, that it may at once begin its holy mission, by awaking the
impulses of patriotism in our hearts. This monument is a tribute of gratitude, a witness that good deeds...
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