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somewhat pliant, To fill time-honoured places in our festal hall to-day. But chrysanthemums are fragile, and e en winter roses tender, And we would
have something near them to disport our fancy well. Bring the mystic magic garland! bring it in ye maidens slender! Bring the mistletoe
triumphant, for ye know its legend well! Hang the great bush o er the doorway, just above the Gothic portal, Where no stranger eye can see it, till
entangled in your snare; Scatter it in sprigs and branches, to waylay each watchful mortal, Till the barbs of Cupid glimmer from its berries
everywhere. Now bring forth the choice camellia, in your raven tresses bind it, Maidens who are bent on conquest on this memorable eve: Gladness
is life s best elixir--purity of soul shall find it, Future hopes and sunny mem ries with the present shall enweave. Gather in! the lamps are lighted, and
those snowball berries glisten, Meaning mischief; rafters echo, floors shake, with dance and song. Oh! the season is God-given, and we Il only pause
to listen To the grand old choral music, to the voices deep and strong. # # So we deck d the good old mansion on that eve in January, Made it fairer
seem and brighter, brighter than it gleam d before, E en at Yule-tide, when transfigured by the wand of such a fairy As methought no English
homestead...
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