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historic book may have numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers can usually download a free scanned copy of the original book (without
typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1901 edition. Excerpt: . . . Part V. --The Romano-german Or Transition Age. (A. D. 476-800. )

chapter xxvi. the old and the new. 319. Relation to World History of the Fall of Rome. --The calamity which in the fifth century befell the Roman
empire in the West is sometimes spoken of as an event marking the extinction of ancient civilization. The treasures of the Old World are represented
as having been destroyed, and mankind as obliged to take a fresh start, --to lay the foundations of civilization anew. It was not so. All or almost all
that was really valuable in the accumulations of antiquity escaped harm and became sooner or later the possession of the succeeding ages. The
catastrophe simply prepared the way for the shifting in the West of the scene of civilization from the south to the north of Europe, simply
transferred at once political power, and gradually social and intellectual preeminence, from one race to another, --from the Roman to the Teuton.
The event was not an unrelieved calamity, because fortunately the floods that seemed to be sweeping so much away were not the mountain torrent,
which covers fruitful fields with worthless drift, but the overflowing Nile with its rich deposits. Over all the regions covered by the barbarian
inundation a new stratum of population was thrown down, a new soil formed that was capable of nourishing a better civilization than any the
world had yet seen. 320. Chief Factors in the History of the...
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