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Record Series, Vol. 44: For the Year 1910, Three Yorkshire Assize Rolls for the Reigns of King John and King Henry Ill The collection of Yorkshire Assize
Rolls in the Record Office, dating from the reign of King John, is considerable. It has appeared preferable to produce in this volume three rolls in
extenso, rather than to attempt judicious extracts from a number of rolls. From a legal point of view specimen cases would be superfluous; and it
would require an arbitrary editor to decide whether Robert of Easby had a greater claim to appear in print than Hugh of Baildon, or whether
Preston was a more important vill than Coneysthorpe. There is, indeed, a tedious monotony in the ordinary forms of action; but these rolls are of
distinct value in showing in what degree certain legal principles, and more particularly the principle of trial by jury, had become part of English law
as ordinarily administered by the King s justices in the thirteenth century; and extracts, are sometimes apt to display the exception to the rule.
England was in many ways reorganised after the Conquest. For judicial and financial purposes, the King, besides employing the sheriffs, appointed
extraordinary commissioners, in whom we may see the descendants of the Carolingian missi and the prototypes of the English Justices in Eyre. A
commissioner, for example, is sent to investigate the rights of some great abbey; or a commission is appointed to try all pleas of the Crown in
certain shires. As early as Domesday, justices make these occasional circuits; and the shire court suffers in consequence. About the Publisher
Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books....
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