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their own grandfathers, and cared no more for the relics of a former generation, than for the dust beneath their feet. But the near prospect of the
birthday of the nation s Independence, with its preliminary celebrations and preparations, has kept the public attention directed to the
Revolutionary epoch, until all classes have begun to feel a genuine interest in the subject. No longer are the events of the last century the exclusive
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handled tenderly, as objects of interest and pride. In short, the antiquarian fever has become in a manner epidemic, and the past takes the
precedence of the present, in a double sense. In view of this happy direction of the popular taste, the present occasion has been thought a favorable
one for presenting to the inhabitants of Exeter a sketch of the town, and of some of the leading spirits who dwelt and figured in it, one hundred
years ago. About...
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