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University Of Chicago Press. Paperback. Condition: New. 368 pages. Dimensions: 9.0in. x 6.2in. x 0.7in.In the eighteenth century, the Western world
viewed circumcision as an embarrassing disfigurement peculiar to Jews. A century later, British doctors urged parents to circumcise their sons as a
routine precaution against every imaginable sexual dysfunction, from syphilis and phimosis to masturbation and bed-wetting. Thirty years later the
procedure again came under hostile scrutiny, culminating in its disappearance during the 1960s. Why Britain adopted a practice it had traditionally
abhorred and then abandoned it after only two generations is the subject of A Surgical Temptation. Robert Darby reveals that circumcision has
always been related to the question of how to control male sexuality. This study explores the process by which the male genitals, and the foreskin
especially, were pathologized, while offering glimpses into the lives of such figures as James Boswell, John Maynard Keynes, and W. H. Auden.
Examining the development of knowledge about genital anatomy, concepts of health, sexual morality, the rise of the medical profession, and the
nature of disease, Darby shows how these factors transformed attitudes toward the male body and its management and played a vital role in the
emergence of modern medicine. This item ships from multiple locations. Your book may arrive from Roseburg,0OR, La Vergne,TN. Paperback.
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