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***xx Excerpt from Hearing Before the Committee on Governmental Affairs, United States Senate: One Hundred Third Congress, Second Session,
May 4, 1994 The Committee met, pursuant to notice, at 9:30 a.m., in room SD-342, Dirksen Senate Office Building, Hon. Byron L. Dorgan presiding.
Present: Senators Dorgan, Cohen, Stevens, and McCain. Opening Statement Of Senator Dorgan Senator Dorgan [presiding]. We will call this hearing
to order. The purpose of today s hearing is to determine the efficiency of the construction, lease and purchase of Federal buildings, with special
emphasis on courthouses. This is the first of several hearings of the Committee on Governmental Affairs in a special project on Government waste. It
will be on issues that contribute to unneeded or wasteful Federal spending. The appetite for new Federal construction continues to grow. For fiscal
year 1994, the Treasury, Postal Service and General Government Appropriations bill included $919 million for new Federal construction. This is an
increase of over $300 million from the fiscal year 1993 appropriations level, and it is included in the estimated $10 billion worth of Federal
construction and renovation projects that are currently under design, under construction, or funded. Considering the priority that both the
Administration and Congress place on reducing the deficit, it is reasonable for us to ask whether, when we are tightening our belts, we should not
also tighten our belt on this engine that keeps building Federal buildings. The focus of this hearing will be on the Government s civilian building
program. | want at the outset to commend both Mr. Johnson at the GSA, and especially Julia Stasch, the Deputy Administrator of the GSA, and their
staff, for the efforts...
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