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Condition: New. Publisher/Verlag: Springer, Berlin | The Science of Land Development Beyond the Metropolitan Fringe | This guide provides readers
from diverse, nonscientific backgrounds with a working knowledge of how and why exurbanization impacts environmental systems. It includes
relevant concepts and processes, and the know-how to apply science to land-use decisions. | Much of the country&apos;s recent population growth
is situated in exurban areas. By many accounts exurbanization has become the dominant pattern of land development in the country and there is
no indication it will slow in the foreseeable future (Theobald 2005; Brown et al. 2005; Glennon and Kretser 2005). By definition, exurban development
takes place beyond the metropolitan fringe, often in rural and remote areas. The development of new exurban communities is a growing trend,
especially in the West. In this case, developers and homebuilders seek large tracts of land, up to thousands of acres, in rural areas (typically within 50
miles of a large city) where they plan entire communities consisting of commercial, retail and residential land uses. Recreational amenities such as
golf courses and hiking/biking trails are often included in these master-planned developments.Our philosophy is reflected in the book&apos;s two
objectives. First, we seek to document the extent and impacts of exurban development across the country. At issue is demonstrating why planners
and the public-at-large should be concerned about exurbanization. We will demonstrate that even though exurbanization favors amenity rich
regions, it affects all areas of the country through the loss of agricultural and grazing lands, impacts to watersheds and land modification. A
summary of environmental impacts is presented, including the loss of wildlands and agricultural productivity, land modification, soil erosion,
impacts to terrestrial hydrologic systems, the loss of biodiversity, nonnative and endangered species and other topics.Our second aim is to provide
readers from diverse (nonscientific)...
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