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***x* Excerpt from Discourse on the Witnessing of the Holy Spirit: In Regard to the Divine Adoption of True Believers ROMANS VIII. 16. The Spirit itself
beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God. This passage shows, that it is the privilege of those who are truly pious to be assured
of their belonging to the household of faith. They may obtain this assurance by means of a testimony, which the Holy Spirit bears, and which their
own spirits or souls receive, with the consciousness of its truth, that is necessary to the production of the pleasing result. It is not to be supposed,
however, that the testimony of the Spirit, in this way, is constantly enjoyed, with equal clearness and comfort. This is not the case. Sometimes, it is as
explicit and convincing, as any proof that could be presented to the human mind, respecting visible or temporal things. And sometimes, it is only
sufficient to sustain such a hope of immortality, as prevents distressing anxiety on the subject of acceptance with God. This hope cannot, be bright
or lively. But the Spirit s witness is never so utterly withdrawn, even in the worst seasons of darkness and declension, as to induce absolute despair.
Job could say, though he slay me, yet will | trust him. The psalmist could say, under severe chastisements, | am continually with thee; thou hast
holden me by my right hand. And the apostle Paul could say, that however cast down and perplexed he occasionally felt, he was not in despair. It
may, then, be inferred, that, although real Christians may have their assurance of salvation diminished and...
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