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The era of the American silent feature film lasted from 1912 until 1929. During that time, filmmakers established the language of cinema, and the
motion pictures they created reached a height of artistic sophistication. These films, with their recognizable stars and high production values,
spread American culture around the world. Silent feature films disappeared from sight soon after the coming of sound, and many vanished from
existence. This report focuses on those titles that have managed to survive to the present day and represents the first comprehensive survey of the
survival of American silent feature films. The American Film Institute Catalog of Feature Films documents 10,919 silent feature films of American
origin released through 1930. Treasures from the Film Archives, published by the International Federation of Film Archives (FIAF), is the primary
source of information regarding silent film survival in the archival community. The FIAF information has been enhanced by information from
corporations, libraries, and private collectors. We have good documentation on what American silent feature films were produced and released.
This study quantifies the what, where, and why of their survival. The survey was designed to answer five questions:
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