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(without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1902 edition. Excerpt: . CHAPTER Il RITUAL AND SONG IN THE EARLY CHRISTIAN
CHURCH A.D. 50-600 The epoch of the apostles and their immediate successors is that around which the most vigorous controversies have been
waged ever since modern criticism recognized the supreme importance of that epoch in the history of doctrine and ecclesiastical government.
Hardly a form of belief or polity but has sought to obtain its sanction from the teaching and usages of those churches that received their systems
most directly from the personal disciples of the Founder. A curiosity less productive of contention, but hardly less persistent, attaches to the forms
and methods of worship practised by the Christian congregations. The rise of liturgies, rites, and ceremonies, the origin and use of hymns, the
foundation of the liturgical chant, the degree of participation enjoyed by the laity in the offices of praise and prayer, -- these and many other closely
related subjects of inquiry possess far more than an antiquarian interest; they are bound up with the history of that remarkable transition from the
homogenous, more democratic system of the apostolic age, to the hierarchical organization which became matured and consolidated under the
Western popes and Eastern patriarchs. Associated with this administrative development and related in its causes, an elaborate system of rites and
ceremonies arose, partly an evolution from within, partly an inheritance of ancient habits and predispositions, which at last became formulated
into unvarying types of devotional expression. Music participated in this...
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