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Forgotten Books, 2017. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. Excerpt from As a Strong Bird
on Pinions Free: And Other Poems Tee impetus and ideas urging me, for some years past, to an utterance, or attempt at utterance, of New World
songs, and an epic of Democracy, having already had their published expression, as well as I can expect to give it, in leaves or grass, the present and
any future pieces from me are really but the surplusage forming aBer that Volume, or the wake eddying behind it. I fulfilled in that an imperious
conviction, and the commands of my nature as total and irresistible as those which make the sen ?ow, or the globe revolve. But of this Supple
mentary Volume, I confess I am not so certain. Having from early manhood abandoned the business pursuits and appli cations usual in my time
and country, and obediently yielded myself up ever since to the impetus mentioned, and to the work of expressing those ideas, it may be that mere
habit has got dominion of me, when there is no real need of saying any thing further. But what is life but an experiment? And mortality but an exer
cise? With reference to results beyond. And so shall my poems be. If incomplete here, and super?uous there, n impor te - the earnest trial and
persistent exploration shall at least be mine, and other success failing, shall be success enough. I have been more anxious, anyhow, to suggest the
songs of vital endeavor, and manly evolution, and furnish something for races of out door athletes, than to make perfect rhymes, or reign in the par
lors. I ventured from the beginning, my own way, taking chances - and would keep on...
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