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*****.Besides his short stories (which were first published in newspapers, as was customary at the time, and then collected into several volumes), he
wrote a full-length play, The Watched Pot, in collaboration with Charles Maude; two one-act plays; a historical study, The Rise of the Russian Empire,
the only book published under his own name; a short novel, The Unbearable Bassington; the episodic The Westminster Alice (a parliamentary
parody of Alice in Wonderland); and When William Came, subtitled A Story of London Under the Hohenzollerns, a fantasy about a future German
invasion and occupation of Britain. Early life Hector Hugh Munro was born in Akyab, British Burma, which was then still part of the British Raj, and
was governed from Calcutta under the authority of the Viceroy of India. Saki was the son of Charles Augustus Munro, an Inspector General for the
Indian Imperial Police, by his marriage to Mary Frances Mercer (1843-1872), the daughter of Rear Admiral Samuel Mercer. Her nephew, Cecil William
Mercer, later became a famous novelist as Dornford Yates. In 1872, on a home visit to England, Mary Munro was charged by a cow, and the shock
caused her to miscarry. She never recovered and soon died. AKer the death of Munro s mother, Charles Munro sent his children, including two-year-
old Hector, home to England. The children were sent to Broadgate Villa, in Pilton village near Barnstaple, North Devon to be raised by their
grandmother and paternal maiden aunts Charlotte and Augusta in a strict and puritanical household. It is said that they were most likely models for
a few of his characters, notably The Lumber Room and Sredni Vashtar. Leading slightly insular lives Munro and his siblings,...
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