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communism has started a dramatic change in the economies and societies of eastern and central
Europe (ECE). The transformation from a planned to a market-economic system has lead to the
opening of previously closed markets. Since 1989 this region is not only a new market to sell to, but
also a place to produce. And especially western-European enterprises might benefit from this due to
short distances, which help to integrate these locations into a worldwide firm-strategy. European
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