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JOURNEY T O T HE SUN (HARDBAC K)  

SIMON SCHUSTER, United States, 2014. Hardback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book. The fascinating narrative of the
remarkable life of Junipero Serra, the intrepid priest who led Spain and the Catholic Church into California in the 1700s and became a key figure in
the making of the American West. The fascinating narrative of the remarkable life of Junipero Serra, the intrepid priest who led Spain and the
Catholic Church into California in the 1700s and became a key figure in the making of the American West In the year 1749, at the age of thirty-six,
Junipero Serra leE his position as a highly regarded priest in Spain for the turbulent and dangerous New World, knowing he would never return.
The Spanish Crown and the Catholic Church both sought expansion in Mexico--the former in search of gold, the latter seeking souls--as well as entry
into the mysterious land to the north called California. Serra s mission: to spread Christianity in this unknown world by building churches wherever
possible and by converting the native peoples to the Word of God. It was an undertaking that seemed impossible, given the vast distances, the
challenges of the unforgiving landscape, and the danger posed by resistant native tribes. Such a journey would require bottomless physical
stamina, indomitable psychic strength, and, above all, the deepest faith. Serra, a diminutive man with a stout heart, possessed all of these attributes,
as well as an innate humility that allowed him to see the humanity in native people whom the West viewed as savages. By his death at age seventy-
one, Serra had traveled more than 14,000 miles on land and sea through the New World--much of that distance on a chronically infected and
painful foot--baptized and confirmed 6,000 Indians, and founded nine of California s twenty-one missions,...
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