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messengers, stirred up a large number of witnesses to testify against Jesus. They must certainly
have spoken to many before they succeeded in finding so considerable a number of witnesses. The
judges themselves alarming the citizens at midnight, they could not expect secrecy. It rather ap
Eears that Mark did not think of any secrecy. He must ave felt the weight of the question, If the trial
was strictly secret among those conspirators, how could Mark or any body besides the conspirators
know what was done and what was spoken? He reports not only alleged facts but also the very
words spoken on that occasion. Therefore it was necessary to bring in some honest outsiders, in the
capacity of witnesses, to render plausible the origin of the report; and bringing in honest outsiders,
the idea of secrecy is dispelled. As unlikely as...
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