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Society: - Although | appear before you at the season at which the various religious, moral, and philanthropic societies usually hold their annual
meetings to discuss the stirring and controverted topics of the day, | need not say to you that the proprieties of this occasion require me to abstain
from such subjects; and to select a theme falling, to some extent at least, within the province of an historical society. | propose, accordingly, this
evening, to attempt a sketch of the history of the discovery and colonization of America and of immigration to the United States. | can of course
offer you, within the limits of a single address, but a most superficial view of so vast a subject; but | have thought that even a sketch of a subject,
which concerns us so directly and in so many ways, would suggest important trains of reflection to thoughtful minds. Words written or spoken are
at best but a kind of short-hand, to be filled up by the reader or hearer. | shall be gratified if, after honoring my hasty sketch with your kind
attention, you shall deem it worth filling up from your own stores of knowledge and thought. You will forgive me, if, in the attempt to give a certain
completeness to the narrative, | shall be led to glance at a few facts, which, however interesting, may seem to you too familiar for repetition. About
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