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Negroes should find great pride indeed In Race progress herein they read; But to such readers let me tell This book means not our heads to swell;
For five of the greatest rich white men Could buy the wealth of our Race: and then! So this book is neither a brag nor boast But just to inspire our
younger host To elevate their racial name From poisoned stains of slavery shame, By climbing to the highest heights Thro aid of friends who are
real whites. Twenty-Five years ago, when a lad fiJeen years old attending the public schools of Pennsylvania, in which State I was born and reared,
certain ideas and sentiments caused me to secretly resolve that some day, when I had gotten together the necessary data, I would write just such a
book as is contained herein. At the time that resolution was formed, I was attending the Darlington School in Middle town District, Delaware County
over which Prof. A. G. C. Smith was Superintendent. And I remember with much gratefulness my first and last public school teachers, Misses Carrie V.
Hamilton and Rebecca R. Crumley and Prof. Smith for their kind and frequent words to me as encouragement to continue my education aJer
graduating from the public schools. My favorite study was the United States History, and even at the tender age of fiJeen years, I was greatly
surprised and Race pridely hurt not to find any history, except about slavery, in such books concerning the American Negro. I had...
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