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**xxx Excerpt from One Hundred Years Ago: A Paper Read Before the Philadelphia Society for Promoting Agriculture, at the Centennial Meeting,
February 4, 1885 With the arrival of this year, 1885, Society commemorates the venerable age of one hundred years. It is proper we should take
notice of it, and recall some of the prominent events which have marked its existence, and the men who tried to promote its usefulness and strove to
carry out the objects of its formation. On the 11th of February, 1785, the following gentlemen met at a public house on Water street, having the Sign
of the Cock; and formed the Philadelphia Society for Promoting Agriculture; - Richard Peters, Gen. John Cadwalader, Col. George Morgan, Col. John
Nixon, Thomas Willing, Samuel Meredith, Edward Shippen, Benjamin Rush, John Jones, Adam Kuhn, George Logan, George Clymer, Henry Hill,
Philemon Dickinson, Samuel Vaugh, Tench Frances, Charles Thompson, Samuel Powel, Lambert Cadwalader, John Boardley. In this list many
honorary members were added: George Washington, Timothy Pickering, Elias Boudinot, William Bingham, Charles Carroll, Robert Milligan, Reuben
Haines, and many others. These are familiar names and recognized by all Philadelphians as distinguished in the various occupations of life. When
the War of the Revolution had closed, and the Independence of the country had been recognized by the governments of Europe, they laid aside the
implements of war and exchanged them for the plow, and endeavored to promote a fondness for the pursuits of peace, which alone would
strengthen the nation. The early transactions of this Society have been carefully preserved, and show how much care and attention were bestowed
upon the cultivation of the soil; also the trial of...
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