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Friesenpress, 2018. Hardback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. The Beekeeper s Wife is inspired by
Herbert Scott s poem of the same name. It is an attempt to imagine the life of the woman behind the poem. Shanda Hansma Blue s The Beekeeper s
Wife is a brilliant poetic argument between nature and the reader, between the beekeeper s wife and the beekeeper, between where a woman exists
in her small and large spaces and the woman. It is a powerful rendition of the woman s world, a world where only we can exist. We are the keeper of
the day, rising at dawn, before the sunrises, as if the sun s rise solely depended on us or as if nature itself were in the same complex relationship the
woman has with the beekeeper. I have always believed that the poet is a philosopher, and Shanda proves this well in her fresh use of language,
where the beekeeper s wife lives in the five percent zone/ of northern lights visibility./ Again, Hansma Blue shows us that the beekeeper s wife thinks
of this as her numerical data/ her location on the statistical/ halo of Earth s aurora latitudes. In one of her powerful poems, Bargain , Shanda tells
us, My grandfather always said of loud girls/ A whistling woman is like a crowing hen/. Indeed, Shanda Hansma Blue is a crowing hen, where she
juxtapositions the world of her speaker, the beekeeper s wife and that of the beekeeper. This is not a book of poetry about nature despite its
attention to the many vivid details of the nature around the speaker; it is a story about womanhood alongside that of manhood. Here nature and
woman collide, co-exist, argue, and survive, all...
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