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Young Denis O Shaughnessy was old Denis s son; and old Denis, like many great men before him, was the son of his father and mother in particular,
and a long line of respectable ancestors in general. He was, moreover, a great historian, a perplexing controversialist, deeply read in Dr. Gallagher
and Pastorini, and equally profound in the history of Harry the Eighth, and Luther s partnership with the devil. Denis was a tall man, who, from his
peculiar appearance, and the nature of his dress, a light drab-colored frieze, was nicknamed the Walking Pigeon-house; and truly, on seeing him at
a distance, a man might naturally enough hit upon a worse comparison.
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