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***** Gene Cernan, the last man to walk on the moon, departed from the lunar surface on December 14, 1972. The last words he spoke, officially,
were, And, as we leave the Moon at Taurus-Littrow, we leave as we came and, God willing, as we shall return: with peace and hope for all mankind.
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Whittington, the author of the Children of Apollo trilogy and The Last Moonwalker and Other Stories, attempts to answer this question in his new
long essay Why is it so Hard to Go Back to the Moon? The answer involves failures of leadership of multiple American presidents as well as political
intrigue and backstabbing that shortened the Apollo program and left two return to the Moon programs stillborn. More important, Whittington
seeks to set out a political blue print, learning from mistakes of the past, for setting course back to the Moon. Why is it so Hard to Go Back to the
Moon is not a typical future in space book. The author does not delve into technical designs for lunar voyages. Instead he looks at the much harder
than rocket science art of politics in relation to returning to the Moon. Why is it so Hard to Go Back to the Moon? is a must read for anyone
interested in influencing future space policy or who are just interested in learning about the intersection between space exploration...
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